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Rush City Schools
Superintendent

Brent Stavig

Families,

I hope everyone was able to spend meaningful time with their families and friends over spring break. The snow
melted quite quickly, so with some luck, we will be able to get our spring athletes outdoors and onto the fields, the
golf course, and the track sooner than in previous years. With spring break now in the rear view mirror, we have just
over two months remaining of class, and the end of the school year is in sight. Our entire school community has
worked incredibly hard this year and again had to overcome significant challenges. Please do everything in your
power to help your student(s) remain focused and to do their very best all the way through the last day of school.

Spring assessments are just around the corner. These assessments do not tell the entire story regarding the
performance of an individual student, class, or grade, but they do provide data that helps us plan for the needs of
our students. It was no surprise that scores fell at the end of last year, as scores fell across the state and nation due
to the disruptions caused by the pandemic. Going into this year, we added staff and programs to address areas of
need. Clearly, this year was also not ideal. Covid-19 continued to impact individual students and staff. We may not
have shi�ed to distance learning or a hybrid model, but we did have disruptions when students, staff, and families
were affected by the virus. Still, everyone worked through these challenges to make the best of an imperfect
situation. Iʼm excited to see how our students perform on our spring assessments and to work with our staff and
community to continuously assess our programming, progress, and needs as we plan for our students in 2022-23.

Please know that to us the “needs of our students” extend beyond academics. Our students' physical and mental
health is important, social and emotional skills are important, respecting and embracing diversity is important. We
are committed to providing a safe and supportive environment for all of our students. I am very proud of our entire
school community! Together we will continue to overcome challenges and do what is best for our students! Thank
you for making Rush City Schools your school of choice.

Best Regards,

Brent Stavig
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Rush City High School
Rush City High School Principal

Janet Wagener

Hello Rush City Community!

I hope everyone was able to recharge over the spring break and take some time with families/friends. Do I dare
say it? How about this warmer weather? As I am writing this today it is 55 degrees outside and Iʼm very excited
to get home to take my kiddos outside to enjoy this weather. Make sure to continue to get outside and enjoy
that sunshine yourself.

Thank you everyone who attended conferences on February 28th and March 1st. We love meeting with
parents/guardians and working together to create the best education possible for your students. As we near
the end of quarter 3 (March 31st), we encourage parents to monitor their students' grades through Studentvue.
If you need any assistance with this please call the high school office 320-358-4795.

Bathroom Vandalism: It saddens me that I have to write this but we have been experiencing an extremely
high volume of behaviors that deal with bathroom vandalism. Please talk with your students about the
importance of respecting school property and reporting if they see vandalism. We will also be talking about
this in our advisory classes on March 22nd and remind students of the consequences if they engage in this type
of behavior. This behavior can result in 1-10 days of suspension along with paying for any damages associated
with the vandalism. Unfortunately we have had to lock bathrooms for long durations and if the behaviors do
not not decrease we will have to start thinking about supervising bathrooms, check-ins, class bathroom
breaks, etc.

Movie Reward Day: Students who do not receive a behavioral referral or detention 2nd semester will be
rewarded with a ½ day movie day during school on May 25th. We will watch a newly released movie, enjoy
some popcorn/snacks, and relax.

ESY/Targeted Services/Summer School: Teachers are currently making recommendations for this
programming based on data and academic performance, as well as social-emotional needs. We will be
reaching out to parents/guardians with this opportunity in the coming weeks!

As always, thank you for your continued support. Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns OR
just to chat :).

Janet M. Wagener
Rush City High School Principal
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CE Jacobson Elementary
Elementary Principal

Alicia Nelson

Finishing Strong
● I hope each of you and your families enjoyed our spring break. I have already heard a lot of positive feedback

and am so glad our students had the chance to “recharge”.
● Our teachers and support staff have spent a great deal of time preparing for the last stretch of the school

year. We are excited to implement some changes and ideas that will help our students in the long run.
● We plan to spend as much time as we can outdoors when the weather permits. Please know that our

playground is really muddy right now, so we encourage students to bring waterproof shoes or mud boots at this
time. Our school policy is that students have sweatshirts or light jackets until 50 degrees, but we allow them to
self-regulate their temperature when they are physically active.

● School attendance is extremely important for this last stretch. Our intervention strategies, whole group
instruction plans, and assessment plans require it as much as possible. Studentsʼ needs will be carefully
analyzed in preparing for the next school year, which requires us to look at programming and structure,
interventions and supports needed, and setting class lists.

● Please know that we donʼt have a request process for the next school year. If you have any concerns or
questions about next year, you can send those through your childʼs current teacher for discussion when we meet
as grade level teams.

● Please get your Kindergarten registration forms turned in as soon as possible to help us plan for needs! We
want to be able to appropriately set our class lists and plan for numbers.

● Continue to look for any lost school materials or library books to get those turned in early.

Upcoming Activities and Updates
We have several activities and updates to share with you:

● We will be offering Targeted Services this summer for extra skill-building and development this summer in the
areas of reading and math. Classroom teachers are currently making recommendations for this summer
programming based on data and classroom performance, as well as social-emotional needs. Please know that
we will be reaching out to parents with this opportunity in the coming weeks! 🙂

● MCA (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments) are April 11-14 (reading), April 19-22 (math), and April 25-29
(grade 5 only-science).

● There is no school on April 1st and 15th if youʼre planning ahead!
● Report Cards will be sent home on April 8th.
● Programs: 3/28 at 6:30pm-K Music Program & 4/11 at 7:30pm 6th Grade Choir-Root Beer Rag
● Teacher Appreciation Week is coming up–May 2-6!
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Activities
Community Education and Activities Director

Lee Rood

Happy Spring Tiger Territory!

A�er a long winter, spring has finally arrived not only on the calendar, but also, it has arrived outside. The warm weather during
spring break has really put a dent on the snow pack and has gotten our spring athletes and coaches excited to get outside. Baseball
and so�ball will use parking lots and other grassy areas on campus until the fields dry out and the golf teams will be in the simulators
out at Bulrush. Please keep an eye out for our track runners around town. During the first couple of weeks, everyone gets a chance
to stretch out those muscles on different runs around the community and the distance runners will continue these runs throughout
the season. They are typically very good at staying to the edge of the roads and making sure to look both ways before crossing,
however I ask that you help keep them safe by looking out for them also.  Thank you.

With the end of the basketball and hockey seasons, winter sports have all finished for the 2021-22 season. The boys basketball
team(20-5) finished 2nd in the Great River Conference and girls basketball(11-13) finished 3rd. All of the teams played hard, were
exciting to watch and gave fans many nights of entertainment. Both of these teams will announce their season awards at banquets in
April. The boys and girls hockey teams announced their season awards during their end of the year banquets. The boys finished 8-18
on the year and 5th in the Mississippi Conference. Congratulations Aidan Welch and Mason Rydberg named to the all conference
team. The girls hockey team finished 9-13 and 3rd in the Mississippi Conference. Congratulations Emma Kirby- Conference Defensive
POY, Erin Radeke, and Emma Hermanson for being named to the all conference team

The knowledge bowl teams competed in 2 different events this month. Three teams competed in the GRC Academic Bowl. They
finished 2nd, 3rd, and 4th at the competition. Two teams also participated in the RST event in North Branch during spring break. One
team finished 4th in this event where the top 2 moved on. Our band and choir both competed in the MSHSL Large Group Contest as
we hosted this event on March 9th. They did a great job! In fact, both groups received all Superior ratings from the judges. Great job
to the performers, the conductors, and the accompanists. Also, thank you to First Lutheran Church for hosting the choir
performances.

As a reminder, spring weather can bring postponements and cancellations for games and practices. Parents, make sure to opt in
to the Remind 101 app that your childʼs coach provides. This is a great way to get messages about practice and bus departure
changes on short notice. Grandpas, grandmas, and community members can stay informed about schedule changes and
notifications as well. Simply set up ʻNotify Meʼ through the events & activities calendar on the districtʼs homepage.

1. Set up an account using your email address and create a password.

2. Choose all of the activities you would like to be alerted to.

3. Setup Notification Preferences

a. You can choose to get notifications of the upcoming events in the activities you chose.

b. You can choose to get notifications only when a scheduled event is changed.

4. Click “Save My Settings” and you are finished.

You can change your ʻNotify Meʼ settings anytime by logging back into your account, making the changes and saving the changes you
make.

All concerts, games, and events can be found on our school calendar.  Make sure you check o�en so that you do not miss anything.
Happy Spring!
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Community Ed
Early Bird Special - Aquatic Center Passes
Just in time for Spring, the Rush City Aquatic Center is offering an
early bird special now through June 1st, 2022. Treat the whole family
or maybe your grandkids to a “Summer of Fun” at the Aquatic Center.
Right now we are offering 20% off all season passes. Household
Passes are marked down from $250 to only $200 for the season.
Individual passes for ages 9 – 61 originally $150 are now only $120 and
individual passes for ages 62 and up and 8 and under were $85 now
they are only $65 for the season. If you would like to take advantage of

this great deal, 2022 season passes can be purchased with Cathy Monster at the Rush City High School
principalʼs office. Opening Day at the pool will be Friday, June 10th!

Lifeguarding Class at the Hinckley Pool

Date & Time: June 8th-10th from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. & June 11th

from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Place: HFHS Pool

Cost: $235 includes Manual, Red Cross Fees, whistle, CPR mask and class instruction

Lifeguarding Class Information

Water Safety Instructor Class at the Hinckley Pool

Dates: June 7th-10th from 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. & June 11th from
1:00 p.m.- 9:00p.m.

Place: HFHS Pool/Room 120
Cost: $200.00 to HF Comm Ed- includes Book & Binder & Instruction

Your Red Cross Fees ($39) will be paid when you register and complete the online portion.

Water Safety Instructor Class Information

Community Education                         320-358-4795 Page 6

https://p2cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_922064/File/Community%20Ed/LIFEGUARD%20Form%202022.pdf
https://p2cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_922064/File/Community%20Ed/Water%20Safey%20Instructor%20Class.pdf


Community Ed (con’t)
Drivers Education (Students who are 14 years of age and older)
This 30-hour program will be conducted by a certified instructor from the A+ Driving School
and will fulfill the state driverʼs education requirement. The course will address the “how to”
and “whys” of safe driving. The format of the class will be lecture and active discussion. A�er
completion of the program, students will be able to set up and participate in behind the wheel
sessions to meet the six hour state requirement.Classes will meet VIRTUALLY through ZOOM

Teleconferencing! All registration can be done through: www.APlusDrivingSchool.net Need to miss a few classes--NO
PROBLEM. Easy Make-Up classes! We offer classes all year long with multiple time offerings each day. Take class from
ANYWHERE through teleconferencing!  LIVE INSTRUCTORS!   FUN CLASSES!  PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE!
CLASS DATES and REGISTRATION: https://aplusdrivingschool.net/

Distance Learning Classes! Take class online from home.
Class Dates:  April 11,12,13,14, 18,19,20,21, 25,26 Class Time:  3-6pm OR 4-7pm OR 6:15-9:15pm
Class Dates:  April 27,28, May 2,3,4,5, 9,10,11,12 Class Time:  3-6pm OR 4-7pm OR 6:15-9:15pm
Class Dates:  May 16,17,18,19,20, 23,24,25,26,27 Class Time:  3-6pm OR 4-7pm OR 6:15-9:15pm

SUMMER 2022
Class Dates:  June 2022 13,14,15,16, 20,21,22,23,  27,28 Class Time:  3-6pm OR 4-7pm OR 6:15-9:15pm
Class Dates:  June 29,30, July 5,6,7,8, 11,12,13,14 Class Time:  9:30-12:30pm OR 12:45-3:45pm OR 4-7pm
Class Dates:  July 18,19,20,21, 25,26,27,28, Aug. 1,2 Class Time:  9:30-12:30pm OR 12:45-3:45pm OR 4-7pm
Class Dates:  Aug. 3,4, 8,9,10,11, 15,16,17,18 Class Time:  9:30-12:30pm OR 12:45-3:45pm OR 4-7pm
Class Dates:  Aug. 22,23,24,25,26, 29,30,31, Sep. 1,2 Class Time:  9:30-12:30pm OR 12:45-3:45pm OR 4-7pm

For all of the latest offerings available through community education or community
education partnerships.
Community Education is looking for people willing to teach classes to our community members and students. There
has been specific interest in cooking classes. Perhaps a class showing the preparation of basic meals, or a make and
take class for baking some delicious goodies. Art classes are another area of interest. Could you teach an art class such
as painting or ceramics? Maybe you would like to plan and offer a field trip somewhere. One of our great Minnesota
museums? A trip for an outdoor activity such as skiing, snowboarding, or tubing? We also have many great theatre
and sporting events that happen close by. Plan a trip and take a group for a great experience! If you have an idea for a
class, a project, or a trip, fill out this Application to Offer a Community Education Course Through Rush City Schools
and lets get started!

Continue to refer to the Rush City School District #139 Facebook page or our community educations page for the latest
and greatest information on what is happening here at Rush City High School and community education.

For more information or questions regarding community education, please contact Lee Rood or Cathy Monster at the
high school.
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High School Counseling
Rush City High School Counselor

Kari Weileder

Greetings from the COUNSELING OFFICE!

The Juniors who signed up will take the ACT test April 5th. There are additional tests June 11th, and July 16th if
interested. Go to act.org to register. The SAT is offered on May 7th & June 4th. Go to
satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration to register.

More local scholarships continue to come in! We are so grateful for all the community support of our Seniors!
The Scholarship Award Ceremony is Wednesday, May 11th at 6:30 pm.

The Sophomores/Juniors were invited to a College Fair/Twins game that is taking place April 28th.

Mrs. Wagener, Mr. Rood and I met with the 6th grade students to talk about their move to the HS this fall! There
were a lot of questions and excitement.  We are looking forward to having them here!

As we were recently told to “spring” ahead with our clocks, and just had “spring” break, and “spring” is just
around the corner, I found myself wanting to relax and take a moment before we have to “spring” into action. I
found a good book over break that I want to share! It is called “Freeing Your Child From Anxiety” by Tamar
Chansky. It has great reviews and is a great read!

As always, please feel free to contact me anytime if you need additional support!

Kari Weileder
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CE Jacobson Counseling
Elementary Counselor

Annie Knutson

Happy Spring!

It is crazy to think that we are fastly approaching the springtime of the school year. I personally cannot wait to get
outside and see some sunshine.

I hope everyone had a great and restful spring break. It is well deserved!

With this time of year upon us, many people take this time of year to reflect on their mindset and personal goals
and recharge before summer hits. I thought I would share a few tips to help clear out the mind from the dreaded
winter and its effects on the mind. Feel free to have a conversation with your student about how they are feeling
with the end of the year coming up and possibly how to change their mindset if theyʼre feeling “stuck” or have low
motivation to do things they used to enjoy.

● Change a habit: find something that they want to change (picking out their own clothes, more chores, etc)
and help them find a way to make this part of their daily routine. It instills more independence for them
plus gives you some help :)

● Let go of past drama: starting over fresh is what spring is all about! Helping your child create new mindsets
and letting go of old drama will help them with friends and meeting new people.

● Positive mindset: talking with your kids about a positive mindset and positive self-talk can help them feel
better about themselves, and instill some coping skills in them without help from an adult. Showing them
how to use it and how it helps with positive outlooks can be a great attitude to end the school year.

Spring is all about cleaning house and starting new. Letʼs get those minds clear, positive, and new outlooks to
make school a positive place to be!

Annie Knutson
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Early Childhood
Early Childhood Coordinator

Julie Thom
jthom@rushcity.k12.mn.us

Registration for 2022-23 Preschool Classes!!
Registration opens March 30, 2022. Class offerings include:

3-Year-Olds:  Half Day Class - 8:15-10:45am - M/W or Tu/Th - $90/month (scholarships available)
4-Year-Olds:  Half Day or Full Day Options

M/W or Tu/Th - Full Day - 8:15-2:45pm - $185/month
Mon - Thur - 12:00-2:45pm - $175/month (scholarships available)

To register: go to Rush City Schools website, navigate to Rush City Early Childhood page,  choose
preschool, then click link to register.

Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE)
Early Childhood Family Education classes are underway! Classes meet on Thursday
a�ernoons from 1:00-2:30pm and include a parent education component. Please call or
email to sign up!

Early Childhood Screening
Screenings are a quick check of your childʼs development and required for ALL Minnesota children before
entering Kindergarten. The best time to screen is a�er your child has turned three. Screenings have
concluded for the 21/22 school year and will resume in October 2022.
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Transportation
Bob Carlson

Transportation Supervisor
bcarlson@rushcity.k12.mn.us

Families,

Spring is here! Hope you all had an enjoyable and restful spring break!

Stop arm violations continue to be a problem in our district. Please help!! When
you see amber lights flashing, be prepared to stop. When you see red lights
flashing you must stop and wait for the lights to shut off before you may
proceed.

With spring upon us, there will be more students and community members out
walking.  Please be cautious of people in the crosswalks.

We appreciate your continued support in keeping our students safe on their way
to and from school. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel
free to reach out to me.

All the Best,
Bob Carlson

Students please help our drivers keep you safe by following these simple rules:
● Remain Seated
● Keeps Hands to Yourself
● Use your indoor voice
● Do not eat on the bus
● Listen to your driver

NO PASSES
Please understand that it is critical that we have consistent and accurate information on the location of all riders
at any given time. This is why all students are required to ride the bus they are assigned to, as well as get on and
off at their designated stop location. For the safety of all, we do not allow students (families) to alter these plans.
Thank you for understanding that we cannot honor requests for bus passes.
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News & Information

Sports & Entertainment Marketing Class
Mrs. Lindstromʼs Sports & Entertainment Marketing class got to tour U.S.
Bank Stadium to see how what theyʼve been learning is done by the pros.
They toured the entire stadium and had a Q & A with the marketing team.
And they even found the Rush City football helmet!

ROOT BEER RAG!
Elementary & Jr. High Choir
April 11th - 7:30
This program is a fundraiser for the band and choir to go
towards their trip. The concert will be in the High School
Commons. Root Beer Floats are $2 each. Join Us!!

Obsolete Equipment
Rush City Schools is pleased to announce that we are partnering with public surplus to auction off obsolete & surplus
supplies/equipment. The website is https://www.publicsurplus.com/sms/rushcityps,mn/list/current?orgid=962602. This will
be live by the end of March to view and start bidding on items. You must register on the site as a buyer in order to bid on
items. Rush City Schools will attempt to keep updating things regularly. All monies made from the auctions will go back into
the schools to help make it better for the children.
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News & Information (con’t)

RCHS CHOIR UPCOMING EVENTS:
MARCH 29: Spring Choir Concert at 7:00 p.m. Concert Choir, Junior High
Choir, and the Vocal Jazz Choir will be performing. The public is invited to
attend.

APRIL 4: Vocal Recitals. Singers (grades 7-9) will perform beginning at
7:00 p.m. Singers (grades 10-12) will be performing beginning at 7:45 p.m.
The public is invited to attend.

APRIL 9: Concert Choir will be participating at the Chisago County Choir Festival. A college voice professor will
work with us at school prior to the festival date. On April, 9, we will go to Chisago Lakes High School and will again
work with a college voice professor during a rehearsal just for us. We will then perform at a joint choir concert with
other schools serving our Chisago County residents and the elite community choir, Unexpected Company, April 9
at 3:00 p.m. The concert will be open to the public and everyone is invited to attend.

April 22: MSHSL Two Rivers Conference Solo/Small Ensemble Contest all morning on April 22, 2022, at school.
Members of Concert Choir will participate at this contest as will the Vocal Jazz Choir. Our music students who
participate in this event will receive expert coaching from an elite vocal teacher and coach.

RCHS CONCERT CHOIR RECEIVES SUPERIOR RATING!!
The Concert Choir participated in the MSHSL Two Rivers Conference
Choir Contest on March 9, 2022. The contest judges awarded our
choir a unanimous superior rating. The judges for the contest are
music professors from U of M - Duluth, St. Cloud State University, and
Gustavus Adolphus College. Congratulations!
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News & Information (con’t)

I LOVE TO READ MONTH!!
February was filled with excitement as Jacobson Elementary staff and
students celebrated I Love to Read Month. The theme was Readers Break
Records and the Winter Olympics. Challenges were given and readers met
and exceeded those expectations!!

● Students were challenged to read 120,000 minutes during the month. They went above and beyond by reading
144,399 minutes!! Their reward was for Principal Alicia Nelson to don hockey goalie gear. One student per grade
took aim for the net. Mrs. Nelson was a fierce opponent but was defeated when all 7 students bombarded her with
pucks!

● The 4th graders led by Mrs. Hanson, the physical education teacher, performed a parachute routine at our closing
ceremony to celebrate the end of I Love to Read Month.

● School staff were challenged to read 45,000 minutes during the month. They also made their goal by reading
49,770!

● Staff handed out Caught Reading tickets to students who chose to read during the school day. Tickets were
collected and winners were drawn weekly. Winners were able to choose a brand new book to take home and add
to their bookshelf.

● A book swap was held where students were able to bring in gently used books that they no longer read. The books
were collected and students were able to choose books from those brought in by others.

A big thank you goes out to the families for encouraging students to read and participate in the various activities.
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News & Information (con’t)

Prom 2022

“Garden of Glamour”
May 7, 2022

Details coming soon!!
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News & Information (con’t)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
YEARBOOK INFORMATION

PINK OUT THE GYM!
Pink Out The Gym has become an inspirational tradition for
the Rush City Girls Basketball Team and community. It has
allowed us to give recognition to individuals who have faced
cancer and honor the memories of those we have lost. This
year carried significant meaning as three young ladies each
spoke about their own mother's journey through breast cancer
- highlighting their fight as survivors and the lessons learned
along the way. The Rush City Youth Sports Club and the Roger
and Leah Palmer Family presented Darcey Stransky, Sue Roth,
and Ann Wood with lighted breast cancer ribbons to display at
their homes. In addition, a monetary donation of $1000 was
given to Darcey Stransky raised from pink t-shirt sales

supporting the event. Impacted with heartfelt
stories and overwhelming support from our
wonderful community, the Rush City Girls
Basketball Team was able to showcase once again
that no one fights alone.
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News & Information (con’t)

NO SCHOOL:
April 1

April 15
May 30

KINDERGARTEN MUSIC PROGRAM
MONDAY MARCH 28

6:30 PM
Elementary School Gym

RCHS WIND ENSEMBLE RECEIVES 3 SUPERIOR
RATINGS!!
Congratulations to the Wind Ensemble for receiving three superior ratings at our
MSHSL Large Group Contest on Wednesday, March 9th. This is a contest where
students are judged on their musicianship, technique,
ability, and overall sound as an ensemble. Way to go!

JAZZ BAND EXTRAVAGANZA
Our Jazz Band will be performing in the Big Band
Extravaganza on Sunday, April 24th. We are one of three
high school bands to be performing and the LaValle Jazz
Cats is the headliner group. The high school jazz bands
perform from 3-5 p.m. and then the Jazz Cats take the
stage! It is a free-will donation. We hope to see you there!
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